Tus 
PATH of the FUST Cleared; 
AND 


' Cruelty and Tyranny laid Open. 


Or a Few Words to you Prieſts, 


and Magiſtrates of this Nation, ( who ſay we deny the 
Scriptures, and thar we are Antichriſts and Decervers, 
and that we deny che Word of God,) Wherein your Oppreſſion 
and Tyranny laid Open, which by you 1s onjuttly ated 


inſt rhe Servants of the Living God, whe World which hate che 
pike of Chriſt, are in Derifivn called Indy 


Wherein alſo is ſomething declared both to Judges and 
Juſtices 1o called, concerning Contempt of Authority, | 


Alſo the Ground and Cauſe of the Impriſonment of 
\ = done Frog John Harwood, who are Sufferers for the 
Ent Traths ſake, In the Goal of Bury in Suffolk, 
Alſo a Copy of a Paper, which a Servant of the Lord called Richard 
Clayton, was moved to ſer upon a Steeple-houſe Door at Bury in 
olh, for which he was cauſed to be whipped by one Thomas Waldegrave, 
ice of Peace inthe ſaid County. 
þ band joyn in band, the wicked be unpuniſhed ; but the Seed 
Bo ighes: ſh be durvord, Prov, TX" # a. 


From the Spirit of the Living Godin me, whoſe name in the fleth | 
is George Wbucebead , who for Sions ſake cannot hold my peace, bur teſtifie againſt 
her Oppreſflars : who am a Sufferer az aforeſaid,the 4 day of che 7, month, 1655, 


Alſo, A Paper againſt the fin of Idieneſs, which we declare againſt, 
and live our of ; and are diligent ſerving the Lord, qu char fin 
be caſt up-n us, yer it we deny, with all ocrer fins and ungodli- 
nefle, which is contrary to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


|— ——— 


| *- Londen, Printed,for Giles Cal verts arthe Black-Spread- 
Eagle, near the Weſt End of Pawls, 1655. 
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THE 


Path of the ] V ST cleared : 


AND 


(,rnelty and Tyranny laid Open. 


See what Chriſt weown, and 
" whoare > Antichri ſts. 


Hat Chriſt we owne and witneſs, and are pat- IG- 
taxers of his Sufferings, who was promiſed _ , 
for a Covenant untothe people, for a light un- 
to the Gentils, to open! the blind eyes, chis is 
be who was before Abraham was;who ſaid,Before Abra- Joh.8.58 
ham was,[ am; who was in the beginning which was the | 
Ward, by which all th:ngs was made, which Word became 
fleſh, and dwelt among che diſcip!es, and fuffered at 
Jeruſalem, and witneſſed a good confeſſion before Ponce Jhon!. 
Pilate; whom Pilzte delivered up tothe Jews, and the 
chief prieſts 'and elders,yvhom thzy mcked-and deſpite= 
fully uſed, & pur to death concerning the fleſh; bur is rail- gp, r7, 
ed up by the ipitic, and aicended into glory, which glory Joh.5, 
he prayed for, even thar glory whereby he was at ficlt-22. 
with his Father glorified in; wherein he 1s glorified in his J9Þ-72: 
Saints, and is God over all,God bleſſed for ever; and he _ I 
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( 
hf{th him, hath the father 2a harh life; and he char 
hath not the Son, hath not life; for. he is the light of the 
world andin h:m is no —_—_— He is the Way the truth 
t Joh. 5 and the life; and he that tolloweth him ſhall not abidein 
12.3.8 darkneſſe, bur ſhall receive the light of life. And thee is 
Iz, the true light, which lighteth every mean that cometh into the 
Joh.!, 9, world, which Tohn who was a man ſent from God was a 
wirneſſe of, and we are witneſſes of,and do nor deny the 
Word, nor the Scriptures; but they who perſecuted him 
even the Scribes and phariſes, and the chiefe prieſts and 
elders of the people, who had a profeſſion ofthe Scrip- 
Joh.7, x9, fures , of Moſes words, and the prophets words: they did 
deny the Scriptures, even Moſes who wrote of Chriſt, 
Job.5,47. ſodid not beleive Chritt,and ſo denyed him who was the 
8.8.37. Word which became fleſh. And ſo his word did nottake 
place in them, becauſe they did not believethar he was the 
Chriſt, bur looked for another Chriſt to come 1n pompe 
like themſelves, bur againſt rheir pride he did cry, and 
faid, Woe wntothe Scribes and Phariſes, who were called F4 
men Maſters,ftood praying in the Synagoguer,had the chiefe 
laces in the aſſemblies and greeting in the markgts: and laid 
Mar-23. va burthens upon the people. But heſaidro.his di 
& 49-8. 9: (ciples, Be not ye called maſters: and when | he;ſen 
them forth he forbad chem to take money or bag or Scrig;but 
freely ye have received, freely give: oo many of thentthad 
I Cor,6. no Certaine dwelling place, bur ſuffered perſecution and 
+S9,8.1], hunger and aakacunde and priſon and firipes. and 
= ils, and were chargeble to no man : but where they 
ad ſown Spiritual things they ſaid, if we ſow to you Spi- 
Heb, 11, ritual things , it is 4 ſmal thing if we reap of you carnal 
36,37. things, But-theſe were not the world, for the world was 
Joh,36, 2, periecurers and revilers, and haledthem our of the 
Synagogues ; and ſuch as Chriſt ſent we owne, ,andrhe 
Scriptures we own, and Chrilt come 1n the fleſh we 
owne and witneſſe ; but you Magiſtrates and you Prieſts 
of this nation who are uphoJden by ſuch as periecute "ws 
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9. 
hale out of the Synagogues, and impriſon, and whip, 
& de(pirefu)ly now uſe ſuch as are ſent freely ro witnes 
forth the truth, and for char Chriſt,and againttAntichritt, 
and deceivers , ſuch as Chriſt cryed wo againſt: here, you 
prieſts of rhis nation, who are found intheir Reps which 
Chriſt cryed woe againſt , even the ſteps of the Scribes ————__ 
& Phariſes, & you Magiſtrates, ultices,) udges,8 Rulers, 
who #pbold ſuch, and perſecute, imprijon &cauſe to be 
whipped: and fine ſuch asare (ent to bear wirnels again( 
chem that are found in Scribes and Phariles Reps;wbo/ay Math.23. 
heavy buythens wpon the people,and ave called of men maſters, 
ſtands praying in the ſynagogues, and have the cheifeſt pla- 
625 in the aſſemblies:you are filling up the meaſure of their 
iniquities, who periecured Chritt, & upheld chem which 
Chrilt cryed wounto y and them who perſecuted the true 
prophers, who was ſentto cry our againſt the falſe pro- . 
phers, theſe cryed againſt ſuch as ſoughe fortheir gain from J E 
their quarters,% (uch as were hiclings;& ſuch as bare rule Mica,3. 11 
by their means, and taught lyes, who ſaid they were ſent 
ot God; when God peyer lent. them bur man, before | 5: 
chey wet ſent: and theſe were the prophets; who 
cryed againſt the falſe, who ſaid; thus aid the Lord, and F** 34-5 
Heare the Word of the Lord. But God never ſpake ro 
them : bur Jeremiah who cryed againſt ſuch was nor- a 
proud man, nor a coyerous many a5 the _prieſts of Exg- 
land are.now , who are. in theſe eps. beſoge mentianed, 
which 'the falſe prophers were in:But Jeremiah was moc- 
ked, & they were ſtoned & ſome killed,and Jeremy was (er 
in the ſtocks for witneſkng forth the truth againtt the falte 1, .v 5 
prophets ; and pur into adyngeon and here we are-wit-* © 
neſſed by the true prophets,Chrilt,& his Apoſtles,who ever 
witneſſed againlt deceivers,and {uch as lived in pride 
covereou'neis: and Amos who was a true witnels for God, 
witneſſed againlt the abonyvation of rulers, and people; 
he was nor made aMinifter by the will of 1949 > nor up- 
he'd by a carnal weapon, nor an outward Law; bur whep —— 
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he propheſied againſt the houſe of: Jeraboam, then A- 
maziah jhepriett of Bethel complained ro Jeroboam the 
King againſt Amos; and faid, .the Land was nat able to 
bear his words,”and bad him'flee away into the Land of 

; Tudah, and propheſie no more *at Bethel; for he ſaid 
t was the Kings Chappel,and the Kings Conrt,as you may* 
read, Amos 7,10,and io you prielts of England complain: 
moreover many of you do wear tothe Magiltrates' a- 
gainft us,who are wirneſſed by Chritt, the true Prophets, 
and Apoſtels: both in out ſufferings,andreſtimony.w ich' 
is again{t all deceit abd deceirers; :o youPrielts and Ma- 
giſtrates cauſe us to ſuffer, becauſe we are offended at the 
cruch, which witneſſes againſt all deceit, without reſpeX 
of perſons, whereof they that are ſent of Gad were wit- 
neſſes; and ſo by you lome tufter impriſonment, ſome 
whipping, ſome ftocking,and ſome you imprilon and fine 
Io, or 40,0r 50;Marks;and they that Rone & hale ont of 
the Synagogues, their hands youſtrengthen againſt the 
innocent, and execute your law uponthem, who are re- 
deemed from that which the law rakes hold , who 
do witneſſe againſt tranſgrefſion, where ever FF by the 
truch which reſpe&s no/mans perſon. | 
And here the end for whichyou are brought forthyis ro 
witneſs for God &,to thie eſtabliſhment of J udgment,and 
mercy, & righteouſneſſe. &* peace, which takes away all 
occaſion of i butward puniſhment, and carnal weapons, 
where it comes to be ettablithed, and ſer up inthe hearts 
of people; and this they who come to witneſs ſet up 
in them which they that own the Light of Chriſt are wit- 
neſſes of,dare not act in theic own wills,in Tyranny, and 
Cruelty, again{tthe innocent who are ſreely ſent to wit- 
nes forth the trih againſt all deceir & cruelry,& oppreſfi- 
on which is aedin this generation, even amang you 
Prieſts & Magiſtrates, both Judges Juſtices & Rulers,whoſe 
ears are open to heare the c&mp'aints of theſe proud and 
covou 's {9 who make great petitioning and con 
bs plaints 


Ps 
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plaints againſt us, who ſuffer by the cruelty of you, who 
cauſes to be ſent ro priſor,when you cancharge su with 
the breach of no known Law;and cauſe ſome to be whip- 
ped,. & ſome to be fined, as aforefaid;and the prieſts that 
complain for the help of Magrateuto have this people, 
called Quakers, ſuppreſſed becauſe they are affraid that 
their Tythes and maintenance ſhould faile them, and 
they come to loſe their gitts, and rewards; becauſe we 
cry againit {uch as 1ſaiah cryed againſt, who ſeek, for their 
$4in from their Quarters; as you may read, 1ſz..56, 11, 
and again(t ſuch as beare rule by their means, which leremi- 
ah cryed againſt; Jer.5. and ſuch teach for hire, and divine 
for money; which Micah cryed again(t, Afica, 3.and a- 
2ainit ſuch as Chriſt cryed woe againſt, as you may read, 
AMatt. 23, and we cry avainſiſuch as g0inCains way and 
Balaarss, which Iude cryed woe againlt [ude. 11, And 
here they are affraid rhar their riches and honour ſhould 
faile chem, whoſe riches is earthly, and honor is earth- 
ly: and here you Magittrates uphold ſuch as the Pro- 
phets, -Chriſt, and his Apoſtles cryed againſt, and. cauſes 
&þ innocent ro ſuffer by your wills, cOMPRLR-40 the Law 
O Fultice and equity; and.io are filing up the, meaſure of 
our iniquities, who perſecuted the true prophers of 
Chriſt and his Apoltles; and you may conſider by the 
Light in.your conſciences, what Reformation and. Juſt 
vernument is eſtabliſhed by you,who have long profeſſed 
iberry, Juſtice,andequity; when now this 15 the. end of 
your profeſſion, and praying, and your faſting, and your 
dayes of rhanksgiving, even perſecution, and oppreſſi- 
on, and ſtrengthening the handy of evil doers againſt the m- 
ocent, and io negle& thefaſt which the Lord requires, 
read iſa, 58, 6, 1s not th:s the faſtthat 1 have cboſen, ſaith 
the Lord, tolooſethe bands of wickedneſs, to wndee the heavy 
burthens, and to Let the oppreſſed goe free, and that ye break 
every yoak, but in ead of this, ye-firengrhen the bands of 
wickedneſs, and goes on in y our crueity, and-oppreſſion, 
Ah wo, word, is the end of your profefſion, who = ſo 
aRing 
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- Ring in your Cruelty, and Tyranny; againſt them wh © 


for conſcience ſake cannot $-w to your wills , bur witne!s 
againlt rhe deceit which 15 aced in this Nation, borh a- 
mong the Prieſts and People: therefore among you Ru- 
and Magiſtrates is this Scripture fulfilled. 


Pſalm, 2, 2. The Rulers takg counſell together aga.nſt the Lord, and 


his Annoimted; and the blood ot the Saintsſhall be requir- 
ed,at your hands who perſecure, even the blood of all che 
holy men of God, who ſuffered, from Abel uncil this 
generation. | 

Oh, be aſhamed of your profeſſion, and you fair pre- 
rences of reformation, fince the Brſhops were cut off, who 
now are aRing inthe ſame cruelty that they aRed in, 
and yer you can {peak againſt them, and cheir Tyranny, 
and you found in the ſame; Oh fear and dread the livi 
God of heaven andearth, whole Judgment and wrat 


Rev, 6.10, and fiery indignation ſlumbers nor, for thele things : Oh 


the blood of the righteous cryes inthe ears of the Lord of 
hoſts, for vengeance againſt you perſecuters; your pray= 
ers and pretences, of ſerving the Lord, is abomination 
unto him,and your Sacrifices 1s weariſome unto the Lord, 
and grievous unto him; as the Sacrifices and oblations 
of the Rulers, of Sodewe, and people of Gomorrah was, 
which the prophet ſai cryed againſt, who ſaid unto 
them Tour new moones and = Sabbaths, and your calling 
aſſemblies I cannot away with: it is iniquit),even your ſolemn 


Wat,tz, meetings ſaith the Lord:;your new moons and appointed feafts 


my ſoul hateth, they are a trouble to me] am weary to bear 
them when you | cams forth your hands, I will bid ming eyes 
___—_ yea when you makg mayy prayers, 1 will not heare, 
Jour hands are full of blood, Iſa.1.15., Therefore all you 
that aR 11 perſecution,and cruelty, and oppreſſion, read 
your ſelues both Prieſts and Rulers, to be in that gene- 
ration which 1ſa: and the reſt of the prophets did cry a- 


Fzek,16, gainit, andare partakers of their fins; and now you live 


49, 


at eaſe in pride & fullnes of bread,as Sodom & Gomorrah 


4d, and rhe endot your profeſſion liberty and freedom 
is 
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is oppreſſion and Tyranny, as was in the Biſhops time, 
to thole that cannot Roop to your wills, when as you 
ought to have Judged the caule of the oppreſſed, and to 
have undone the heavy Burrhens, and to have ler the © 
preſſed goe free. Therefore hear the word of the Lord, 
ye Rulers of chis Nation, who Joyne with the prietts, 
who goe inthe way of Caintoenvy, and run greedily af- 
rer the error of Balaam for gifts and rewards; you Joyne 
with them who goin rhe ſteps of the falſe prophers; and 
ofthem which Chriſt cryed woe againſt, who are called 
of men maſters, ſtand praying inthe Synagogues, have the 
cheifeſt places in the af lies,andthe greetings in the Mar- Mar.23, 
kets, and lay heavy burthens upon the people, and devour 
widdows houſes; and (o here the caule of the widdows,and 
, rg you do not judg:therfore theLord may juitly ſay 
of you as he aid of that people, which he had ſet in a 
; fruitful place, when I Looked for Judgment behold appreſſi- 
on, therefore repetn of your cruelty, and undo the heavy 
| burchens, and ler the oppreſſed goe free : tor you (till 
| refuſe,and rebel avainlt che Lord,which is a God of truri 
| and equiry,he will cut you off,and give you your portion 
among all the oppreſlors and perſecuters , whom the 
Lord in his indignation cur off, the Lord of hoſts hath 
ſpoken it, and what will ye do in the end of your perſe- 
cution, when the Lord calis you to an account ; will zoe 
| the Lord verge his quarrel upon Sions oppreſſors, andeaſe ;c;,,.. 
him of his enemies? Therefore, remember you are warn- 
i ed, leſt you are pertakers of the plagues, who go on in 
| perſecution and oppreſſion, who pervert crue Judgment, 
| and deſpiſe equity, and ſo have your portion with the 
, workers of iniquity. So to the light in all your conicien- 
ces I ipeak,which loves equity andtrue Judgmenr,and is 
the condemnation of all the praRices before mencioned, 
which are contrary to it. 

And the condemnation of all them, that live in them, 
by which light we are witnefſed who walk in the light, 
and to it we are manitelt,whether you heare or forbearx, 
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Anſwer. 
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A few words 20 you both Judges Ny Juſtices ſa called, that 
ſy we couremne Magiſtracy, and are not ſubiett to Au- 
thority, and Government, becauſe we cannot put off over 

hats.,nor bow to you when we arg called before you, 
'He Powers that are ordained of God, who are ſent of 
' him for the puniſhment of tranſgreſſors, and for the 
encouragment of them thar do well, rhele we own,and 
are ſubiect rorhem for conſcience ſake; knowing that 
ſuch are not 4 terror to good works, but to evil; for ſuch exe- 
cute the law in righreou{nes,upon them who are guilty of 
the tranſgreſſion of ir,for becaule of trangreſſion the Law 
is added, & there the Law is executed in its placezand in 
ri2hreouineis; and (othoſe that exceute the Liw in its 
place;they are for the eſtabliſhment of righteouineſs and 
peace; and,contrary to the Law of Juſtice & equity,dare 
nota in their own wills, nor for their own ends: and 
herein they ſeek not themielves, nor their own glory, 
nor honour, bur the glory and honour of God , whois 
— and gloritied among them who a& in truth 
and righfeou'neſſe, and loce the Lord; andto them our 
ſouls are. \ubject.. But you who a& incruelty and perſe- 


cution as before mentioned,whoexecute your law upon 


the innocenr,you do not encourage them that do well, 
but encourage them that do ill, and{irengthen the hands 
of evil doers, and make firong the bands of wickedne(s, 
who indite, and fine, and impriſon thb{t whogannar for 
conſcience lake bow to your wills;nor put off their Hats, 
to ſatisfie your corrupt wills : wherein you are ſeekin 
our own t:onour, and not the-Hhonour of God : _ 
ecau'e that many cannot for conlcience ſake, aR theſe 
hearheniſh cuſtoms,co ſarisfie your vain minds,and your 
fleſhly exaltations, wherein you aR& in pride and high- 
mindednels,therfore by you many are fi:ed,andendired, 
and 1mpriloned contrary to any Juſt Law, and contra- 
ry to the Law of the Nation: and no fuch vain cu- 
ſome can you prove that ever any of the Saints did a, 
when they-were brought from vanities roſerve rhe Li- 
ving God; Bur the world and the conformities and faſhi- 
ons 
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ft) | 
ons of the World they were brought to deny, and by the 
ſame Spirir are we brought to deny all thele heatheniſh 
praQtices, and to witneſs againſt che World who live in 
them; andbecauſe we witneſs agatpft che World, "that 
the deeds thereof are evil;therefore we are hated,and by 
the World ſuffer: and here ye Magiſtrates who plead for 
theſe things, and caule the innocent to ſuffer,for denying 


them, you a& iu the coltumes of the world contrary to . 


the Lightof Chrift, which condemns the World with its 
deeds and ſayes that we contemn Magiliracy and Au- 
Yhority becayſe we cannot ſtoop to your wills,in thete 
cultomes 3 you falſly accuſe us, for Authority we do 


not contemnl, ſor by the Spirit of the Living God,where- 


dy we are Tranſformed, by the renuing of our minds, we 
do deny the conformities of the world as the Apoltle 


; Be not ye conformed unto this World, and the lame As | 
oftle did not comremn Au bur ſaid, Let every © 
) 


ſoule be ſubjeft ro the higher powerF and, Rulers are not a 
terror to $ood workes but to evil , but he ſpeakes nor of 
pulling 6& the hat, nor bowing, neither gives he liberty 
to atiy of you to perſecute and imprifonthem who can- 
riot, tor conſcience ſake , bow to your wills, nor put off 
their batts; for he was impriſoned, and perſecured, and 
did ſiffet by that generation you are in, who ſuffered 
frripes, tummlts and impriſonment, and many perils, & of his 
ſufferings are we pertakers: and the cloak that you have 
for theſe vanities, will not hide pn you ſay that 
though you have no written Law of the Nation, for pul- 
ing off hats, nor Scripture to prove it, yet you . ſay 
char it is the cuſtome ofthe Nation,; as bowing 
Vc and that the very heathens do bow, and that the 
Egyptians bowed ; 1 anſwer, fo is drunkenneſs, and Ly- 
ing, and Swearing, perſecution, and fighting, and Q uarrel- 
mg, accuſtomed in this Natien,which many that act in, go 
unpuniſhed, which the righteons Law of God takes hold 
upon: bur the righteous Law of God ſpeaks not of pur- 
ing off a hat, theretore' be aſhamed of your a&ings, _ 

B 2 


m12?, 


John. 5.4. 


Jam.2, 9. 


(12 

be- athamed of your cuſtoms, who makes a Cuſtome- 
a Law, to a& inenvy and cruelty, againſt the ſervants of 
the Lord, And when. you alledge, that Jacob bowed to 
Eſa, and called him Lord, and that Abraham bowed to 

eth, who was a Hearhen, I anſwer.that wi.ich was a&- 
ed by chem, when they bowed, was not.a command to- 
you.and that you might feek honour one of another, 
who profels your ſelvs tobe Believers and Chriſtians, to 
imicace thele heatheniſh cuſtoms, ehough for a time Ja- 
cob and Abraham bowed, and Jacob called Eſau Lord,who 
was the elder, but when the elder was made to ſerve the 
younger,he was not Lord,but ſervant:and {gyout of Eſaxs 
{fare;and the Hearheniſh.nature, we are hn; and 
the one Lord; who is the true God, we witnels : ſo our 
ofthe many gods, and many Lords, which are in che 
World; vve are redeemed, and hovy can ye believe and 
{eek honourone of anorher,for che true God is no re- 
ſpeRer of perſons ; and he that reſpe&s perſons, com- 
mits fin: and o by you that (eek eye-ſervice, and honour 
one another;is not the Lord hououred, But ye ſeek that 
to your ſelves, vvhich belongs ro-God; and this is He, 
vyho reigns over the houſe of /acob, and is greater then. 
Abraham, Let the. heathens bovyv to him, vvho hath re- 
deemed us out of the-heatheniſh nacure,for he wil break 
the limits ofthe heathen, and daſh them to peices , and 
all your limits, who live in envy, and rage in the:hea- 
cheniſh nature; and plead for their cuſtoms, and 'would 
limic the righteous to walk in their fteps, and to bow to 
your proud fleſh, : for as 7 lve, ſaiththe Lord, every knee 
ſhall bow to me,and every T angue ſhall confeſs unto God ; as 


you may read, Row, 13.11, Iſai. 45.23, Phil, 2. 10g, 


Therefore bow to the Lord of halts, and ler proud fleſh 
ſtoop before him , who ſeeks honour ro.your ſelves , 
which belongs to God , Fear before the Lord,and tremble, 
at which Name every knee ſhall bowgand every tongue confeſs 
#0 the glory of God, Then examine what will be the end of 
your Parthly glory, whole honour mult be laid in the 
duſt : who ſeeks your own glory, and not the £34 

od : 
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God:whoſe honour and glory we ſeek, and not the-ho- 
nor of man: and therfore we cannoc (ftoop nos bow to 

your pride;nor conform to your vaniries, which are a&- 

ed in your wills,contrary to the pure Law of God;which 

reſpe&s no mans perſon : and here you act tor your on 

ends, and puniſh che {ervancs of the Lord, who for his 

ſake cannot ſubmir to your deceit, and heatheniſk vani- 

ries ; you aR contrary to the Law of God, and the Law 

of the Nation, and for the Lords ſake a& not, neither 

were you ſent of God to this end, therefore accule us 

not for contempt of Authority, neirher ſay that we are 

not ſubjett to every ordinance 0 man,for the Lords ſake: for 

toevery Ordinance of man,which are tor the Lords ſake, 

we are |ubjeX : whether it be to ſupream, or unto. Go- 

vernors, as unto them that are ſent by him, for the pu- 

niſhment of evil-doers,and for rhe praiſe of them that: 
do well. But you whoare ſent to judge of Caules, be- 

tween man and man, according to the truth, and equiry, 

by an ontward Law , which takes hold upon apes 

on,and now execure power upog them, who by the Law 

ofthe Spirit of lite are made free from the Law of ſin,und 

death, and ſo would utyrp Authority over the conicien- 

ces 01 the people ofthe Lord, whole conſciences is ex- 

erciſed by the Light of Chriſt , which condemns the 
World with ics deeds,and fo you go beyond your limits, 
ro judg inthings pertaining to God, who is Judge, and 
Law-glver: and fo here you a&in frowardneis, contrary 

ro the” Light of Chrilt in you, and io would-lord ir over 
Gods heritage.: and here let the Rulers among the hea- 
then,whichChrilt {poke of, condemn yoar prattices,who 

ſaid, the Kings of the Gentiles exerciſed Authority over 
them, bur ye would exerciie Losd{hip.oJer us, who are 
nor Heathens, bur Chrilitans, 

Therefore, ye Magiltrares of this Nation, fee whom 
you are ating tor, and what order is ſer up by yoa, and 
whole glory it is you ſeek, and who it 15 that you eek to 
exercile Aurhoricy over: for when the Judgments of God 
comes upon you for acting in your wills,and in your cri- 
ety, againt the innocent; you will witnels them * = 

ut. 
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Jaſt' by rhar of God in your and your Juſt 
reward. And know that in as much as you perſecute them, 
whom Chriſt hath ſent, you perſecute Chriſt: therefore 
now while che Lord doth nor ſpeedily execure his Fudg- 
ments npon you , conſider your wayes, and fee what 
you act, and whom you a tor, as you will it eternally 
anlwer. 


———— ——mm———_— gy 
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The grownd of John Harwoods & my impriſoument;that Ju- 
_— may be cleared, and the wicied bear their 
urinens, 


[1]: the 3oday ofthe 5th month,being the 2d day 
of the week, I & my two Bretheren, Js: Harwood, 8 
Richard Clayton, paſſing through a town called Bury, 
in S«ffolky abour 5 Miles from Halſtead, in Eſex, where 
we were ata meeting the firitday before,in the feare and 
ſervice of the Lord, and paſling by the ſteeple houſe, in 
the ſaid Bury, Richard Clayton, was moved ro ſet up # 
paper upon the ſteeple houſe door,and John Harwood & 1 
paſſing on a litle betore, and ſeeing ſome people of the 
laid Bury, coming to Richard C = where he was ſer- 
ing up the paper, and ſo we paſſed backro them, who 
ſtayed him, and were about him reading rhe paper; 
who could find nothing contrary to Scriprure in it: ſo 
John Harwood, and I, being to ſpeake a tew words to the 
people rhere preſent in the name ofthe Lord, ex- 
horted them to turne to the Lord from rhe vanities,& 
wickedneſſes they lived in, which ſeveral of rhem was 
made toconfelſs the truth of which was declared to 
chem, andthe mouths of many who were in rage, were 
ſtopped, and (o we paſſing from the people there preſent 
there came a Conltable, called Richard Hwum,who ſtayed 
vs, and ſaid, he had a warrant to ſtay us! ſo we demand- 


ed ro ſee his warrant,but he had none ro ſheyy, but oo ” 
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had order from the Juſtice, & ſocarried us two before 
Harbert Pellam, called Jultice of peace, inthe ſaifl 
Bury,who office is for Eſſex: lo firlt I was carried before 
him, and he examined me,8 then John Harwood, of our 
names, and country , and abode, where we had been, 
and what money we had when we came out of our own 
conntryes:which we anſwered as we were moved,and had 
freedom; and many other vain queſtions he asked in his 
bake vain Light mind, which were not worth mention- 
ing:and whend was mo;ed to {peak a few words,concer- 
ning his rage. & fiithine's, which he uctered forch,he ſaid, 
he ient not for me topreach : but he could lay no 
tran'greſſion , nor the breach of any known Lay co our 
charge: bur in his fury .& rage,ſent us by the Conltable & 
ſome orhers with him, tro one Thomas Walgrave, who is 
called Juſtice of peace at Smalbr.dg in Suffolk, about half 
2 mile trom the {aid Bury, who office 1s for Suffolk, : 
{o when we came betore the {aid Walgrave,we were catti- 
ed into the houle, & they firſt examined Richard Clayton, 
of his name, and country, and where he had been, and 
what was the cauſeot his coming into thatcountry, and 
who ſent him, which he anlivered as he was mos 3 and 
(ome orher vain Queltions were asked him:& when he 
had examined him he then examined me of my name. & 
country, and where I was born: and how long I had 
been acquainted with Richard Clayton; and where I firſt 
mer with him, which I anſwered according to my free- 
dom), &ſome other vain need!e\ſs Queltions were asked 
not worth mentioning ; {o he could lay nothing to 
our charge, concerning the breach of any Law:we being 
free born Engliſh men, and not Chargeable to any; '©-. 
then John Harwood was brought before him: and Rich- 
ard Clayton, & 1, commanded to go our of doors with a 
keeper,io the {aid Waldegrave, asked John Harwood, tf he 
would anſwer him all che@uelizons that he ſhould de- 
mand of him, Bur Jo.denyed to be limited to his will, 
bur as he had moving: ſo the ſaid Flarbers Pellam , being 
there 


Pſal, 2.2, 


I Cor.7, 
20, 
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there preſent, who before had examined us, and had out 
&camination in writing : John Harwood told Walgrave, 
that Pellam had his examination 1n writing, and bad 
him, if he had any thing to accuſe us of, to declare whar 
he had againlt us: 1o then the ſaid Waldegrave being in a 
great rage » would nor ſuffer him to ſpeak,bur cauſed him 
tro be hajed out of doors : 1o he and the faid Pellam, con- 
ſulred agrear vvhile rogether : (o aſter a time, Walgrave 
came forth, and ſpoke to John Harweod, and-in a fury 
put off his har ,and calt ir dovvn, and asked him his name, 
and country, vvhich Queſtions Jobz anivvered : to he 
came to mezand asked me if I would work at hay: ſo 1 de- 
nyed to be bound to ſuch rask-maſters: for I was in thar 
Calling whereunto God hath called me, wherein I was 
chargable rono man: for he hadnothing to do,to lay 
any task upon any of us , who was brought our of Eygpe, 
from under Pharoahs Task-malters ; ſo he went in, and 
ſent out a Warrant to I1mpriſon Johz» Harwoed,and ano- 
ther;co have RichardClayton whipped at Bury, and ſent 
from Conſtable to Conſtablezrill he came at his outward 
being:ſo he charged the Conltable,to keep me that week, 
till another Juſtice came from the Aſſizes at Bury; ſo we 
demanded ot him what Law we had tranigreſſed, Bur 
he would ſhey us none, neither declared unto us any 
tranſgrefſion that we had ated.Bur called che paper that 
Richard Clayton (et upon the Reeple-houſe door , a ſedi- 
tious paper,and non-ſence, which he could nor prove, 
nor ſhew any thing in it, contrary to the Scripture. Bur 
he would \carce ſuffer us to ſpeak, bur did (tanip, and 
rage,and cauſed us to be haled ont of doors, ſo we were 
had back again tothe faid Bzry, and according to the 
Warrant, Richard Hum, the 1aid Conſtable, the ſame 
night inthe open ſtreet, whipping R:chard (layton, he 
being [ripe naked to the midie about the wall, to pre- 
ſently after he had whippedMim, be 'ent him away thar 
nighr, according to the warrant: and Jokn Har wooa, and 
1 was kept at an Inn in the lame rown that night, and 
early 


Wa 
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| ſas Chriſt, though differing in 
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= early inthe morning, John was ſent with 2, men to the 


prilon of Bury, St, Edmonds in Suffolk, about 16, miles 
irom the ſaid Bzres, ſo until the next day,under the Con- 
{tables cuſtody I remained;o inthe morning there came 
a warrant,from the ſaid Waldegrave, to. the Conltab'e, 
to ſend me cothe laid prilon of Bur y: fo accordingly 
I was ſent the ſame day, where we remaine in bonds 
by the cruelty of thete called Juſtices, to wit, Harbert 
Pellam and Thomas Waldgrave, and are nor convinced 
of the breach of any known Law , of the Nation. But in 

atience we ſuffer, and in our ſufferings, have peace; our 
TL being unjuttly laid upon us, by them who pro- 
fels Jultice: bur here they, and their profeſſion is teen, 
and wick the light of Chrilt condemned to be 'comrary 
to the law,juſtice, and equity, 

Thereforelet the ſupreme, and governors, who are 
in Authority \, conſider for all your profeſſing Liberry 
ro render cq@nſciences and Religion, what Liberty by you 
is brought forth - when as we,who are ſent of the Lord, 
ro bear witnels unto pure religion,and to wirneſſe forth 
a good conſcience , and ourlabour and cravel is, that 
juſtice and equity might be ſer up, and deceir confound- 
ed: andallo we being free born Engliſh men, may nor 
have freedom, to paile the high-way about our lawtul 
calling. Bur have ſuch bonds, and ſnares, laid upon us 
both contrary tothe Law of God, and thelaw ofthe 
Nation; a m—_— ro thar liberty which hath been 
promiſed to them proteſſing Godlineſſe by the ſupreme 
of this Nation. As inthe a for the government of my 
land, Scotlandzand Ireland, in Article, 36. That to the 
publike proteſfion held forth none (hall be compelled by 
penalties, or otherwiſe, but that endeavours be made to 
win them by ſound doarine , and the examples of a 
good converſation, ' 

Article. 37. That ſnch as profeſs faith in God by Je- 

Than » from the do- 
&rin, worſhip or diſcipline P_y held forth , ſhall 
nor 
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net be reſtrained from : Bur ſhall be proteRed in the 


rofeſſfion of the faith , and exerciſe of their Religion, 
bo as they abuſe nor this Liberty ro the civill Injury of 
others and to the auall diſturbance of the publique 
peace on their part;provided that this liberty be nor ex- 
rended to Popery or Prelacy, nor to ſuch who under the 
profeſſion of Chriſt hold forth and praRtiſe LicentiouF 
nelle. 

Article 38 : That all lawes, ſtatutes , ordinances and 
claufes in any law, ſtatute, and ordinance to the con- 
trary ofthe aforeſaid liberty, ſhall be eſteemed Nul and 
covde., | 

NowJet the Supreme, and Magiiirates, fee andexa- 
mine what performance there is ated by you, of theſe 
{o'emne promiſes which hath beene promitled for the li- 
berty of Godlinefle in this Nation, when ſuch injuſtice 
is winked at, and acted by you who proteſle juſtice,and 
are ſer in authority to a& according to the law of juſtice 
and to remove unjuſt cauſes : when now both contrary 
to the law of God, and contrary to your own law, you 
cauſethe ſervants of the Lord to ſuffer Whipping and 
Impritoning, them which you cannot charge which the 
breach of any law : here be aſhamed of yournne at- 
ings, ye oppreſſors and perſecutors of the innocent , 
and kno that at your cruelty the Lord will nor winke, 
but though you joyne hand in hand you ſhall nor go 
unpuniſhed, and the very heathens may condemn you 
that whip and a& contrary to your own law, againſt 
them , whom the law condemnes not : for when t 
were ready to Whip Pal, he ſaid to the cenrurionIs tt 
lawfull for you, ro ſcourge a man that is a Roman and 
uncondemned, and ſaid he was free borne, andſo both 
the centurion and the chiefe Captaine, who bound Pawt 
were afraid , after they knew that he was a Roman, and 
cauſed him to be loved : but chough we be free-borne 
Engliſh men and uncondemned by the law , you are 
wot aſhamed ro Whip andaR in exuelty againſt — 
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fore ſee what equity is —_ by you , and ſee whethe' 
you do as ye would be don by , yea or nay : and ler alc 

ople who have any feare of God in them, ſee yout 
ame and envy, you utter forth and have aQed againe 
rhe innocent, For they who are authori:ed to beare ths 
{word of juſtice, ought not to be a terrour to good work- 

bur to che evill, and faith the Lord by his propher Da 
vid he that ruleth over men mult be juſt, ruling inthe 
feareot God, and ſuch who rule in the feare of God, 
are not perſecutors of the innocent, bur doth detend and 
preſerve, {uch as theſe men before mentioned whip and 
perſecute. For the law which becauſe of rranſgrefſion is 
added, dorh not take hold upon the innocent , which 
no law hath tranigreſfled. So ye who have ated your 
cruelty upon the innocent, who in the fight of God, are 
free from the breach of any known law, who according 
to your own law, by you ought to be protected; here you 
are found tranigrefſors of the law , which becauſe ot 
cranlzreflion is added , and with it are condemned, and 
with the light of Chriſt you are lecne to be the Magi- 
liraces , which beares the ſword in vaine, whorurnes 
the edge of the (word againſt the righteous ſeed , which 
you ought to curne againſt the wicked, that the land 
might be empryed of cranſgreflors and evill doers : for 
the law was not made for the righreous, bar for the 
lawleſs and diſobedienc ; which law is witneſſed by us , 
(to be good in irs place;,) who ſuffer by the wills ot un- 
reaſonable men, contrary to the law of God andthe 
law of the Nation: for we who profefle faith in God, by 
Jeſs Chiit, andthrough faith hath viRory obrained 
over that narute , which leads imo the tran! oreſhon of 
the Law, onghe according to your own law , to be pro- 
reed in the exerciſing of our religion , but you inſtead 
of proteRing us, whip and impriſon us. And here 
let your own law be a witneſle agaiult you, and be a- 
ſhamed of your unjuſt aRings, bur the Lord God of Hea- 
ven and Earch, (who is our protector) who 1s _— 
C 3 wno 
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who beares not the ſiyord in vine, who will execure 
the judgment upon the trap greſſor, who will reward 
np according to your works , before him you {ball nor 


able ro {tand in judgment, in the day of your account, 


therefore come downe rorhe lizhr in your cenſciences , 
which calls for jultice and equity, and awake to righre- 
ouneſſe, all ye that li.e in your Pride and preſiunpti- 
on, and therein a& againlt the innocent, for the day 
haſtens wherein you w1!l be found our by che righteous 
jadgments of God : for rhe cry of the innocence , which 
15 oppreſſed by you , hath entred into the eares ofthe 
Lord of Sabbath , who will come quickly and reward e- 
very one of you according to your deeds, Therefore re- 

ent of (Oy betore che evill day come, leaſt you 

e found guilty of the blood of the innocent, whenthe 

Lord calls you to an account : for know this that when 
the Lord comes to plead wich you, that of Godin all 
your conſciences, will witneſle for God in his righte- 
ous judgments ; therefore by chat lighc which is pure 
in your conſciences learne your condemnation, and 
own it upon thoſe things before mentioned , which are 
contrary tothe light, chat peradventure you may be hid 
in the day of the Lords wrath, 

From us who are ſufferers in outward bonds, forthe te» 
Rtimony of a good conſcience , for the inno- 
cent truth ſake,which ſhall Rand for ever a witneſle a- 
eainſt all cruelty, and bloody perſecutors, in which 
eruch we have aſurance and peace 1n our ſufferings , 
who are counted by the world deceivers yer true, per- 
ſecured bur not deſtroyed. Our names according to 
the fleſh are George Whitehead, Tohn Harwood &c, 

From Bury Gaol this 14 of the 9 Aſonth, 
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True (922) of the Paper which 
Richard Clayton Was mov- 


ed to ſet upon BuresSteeple- 
houſe doore, for Which he the 
ſaid Thomas Waldgrave, 
called Inflice of peace cauſed 
him to be Whipped which he 
the ſaid Thomas W alde- 
grave called a ſeditious paper 
and non-ſence. 


F you do ſer up ſuch Minifters as ſeeke for their gaine 

trom their quarters,you do ſer up ſuch as the Propher 
diſapproves, /ſa,56.11: Andifyou doſer up ſuch as do 
beare rule by their meanes , you do ſet up tuch as the 
Prophet Jeremiah , and the Lord diſapproves , Jer.s5. 
And you that ſer up ſuch as ſeeks for the wool, and make 
a prey upon the people , you (er up ſuch as che Propher 
Ezekiel diſapproves , Exzek.34: And you thar ſer up 
hirelings;ſer up ſuch as Micah diſapproves, Mica.z. And 
you thart (er up ſuch as are called of men Maſters , ftands 
praying in the ſynagogues, and have the chiefelt places 
inthe aſſemblies , you ſer up ſuch as Chriſt diſapproved 
Math.23: And you thar ſet up ſuch as are given to filthy 
lucre, you ſec up luch as the Apolile diſapproves 2 ar .: 
14. An 
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1.,. And you that ſet up tuch as perſecute, and cauſe 


people to be ſent to priſon for ſpeaking the trurh in the 
{ynagngues , you ſet up luch as goe in Cains way Jude.u, 
An you that ſer up ſuch as receives guitrs and rewards, 
che wages of unrighteonineſle, you ſer up ſuch as minde 
earthly things,who'e God is their belly , which the A- 
poltle diſapproves;Phil.3.1 0, And you that ſet up ſnch as 
{irives to keep out Gods labourers our of his Vineyard 
and keep up ſuch which Chrilt and the Apoſtles dilap- 
proves ; and you thar (et up ſuch as would nor luffer a- 
nother to ſpeake that ſtands by, when any thing is re- 
vealed, but ſends him to Pritonit he do , you ſet upa 
perſecuting Spirit , full of diſorder, and are judzed by 
the Apoſileslife and do@rine, (who was a Miniſter of 
Chriſt) both you that ſet up, and them you do let up, 
(who {aid chey might ſpeake one by one) and lo you all 
by chis Spiric are judged to be in the Spirit of errour, 
and to be ſuch as would quench the holy Spirit, and 
would limic the Spirit of God, and delpiſe- prophe- 
cying anddare not try ali things, manifeliing your ſelves 


ro be haters of the light » and difepproved, with the ' 


Prophers and Apoſtles, and their praRtices and life : 
and you that ſets up ſuch as gives people , Davids Quak- 
ings, Tremblings, Cryings, Roarings, and Tears, 
and Prophecyes , and prayers and praiſes, in Meerer 
mixt togerher,you ſet up ſuch as have not the Spirit of 
underſtanding to (ing with the Spirit and with nnder- 
ſanding, which Spirit brings ro know the time of praiſ- 
ing, Praying, Groaning, and Crying, and Trembling, 
and Dakine and Pro heſying:the Spirir of anderftand- 
ing witneſſech, thele things in their places , bur yon 
give Scoffers, and Scorners, and Drunkards, and Swea- 
rers, and Threatners , and Perſecuters , Davids con- 
dirions ro ing , for he was ſcoft ar when he was in ſuch 
conditions, and theſe do ſo now art theſe thar are in ſuch 
conditions, 


And if you fer up ſuch as takes Tyrhes,you ſer up ſuch 
as 
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as the Apoſtle denied, for the Apoſtle ſaid, the Preiſt- 
hood was changed, and the law was changed alſo, Heb, 
7. and if you ſet up ſuch as is before mentioned, you ſer 
up ſuch as are contrary to Scriptures, and plants no 
Vineyard , nor labours in the Vineyard ; for fuſt they 
mult plant a Vineyard , before they eat of ir, 
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To all you-Rulers, Gentry, 


Prieſts,and people in the Nation, who accuſe us, you 
call Quakers, for idlenels; Take norice of your envy, 
you have againlt Gods Labourers, 


Hereas by many of the Magiſtrates, Prieſts, and 

Y y People of this Nation, we are —_ of idleneſs, 
who are ſent by the Lord of the Harveſt into his 
Vineyard to dreſſe it (4s the Diſciples of Chriſt ever were) and 
are faithful and diligent in his work, who hath called us, 
(as the true Miniſters, ſent forth by Chrift, were in all ages) 
and are not idle , but do (as they did) by the ſame ſpirit, 44 
witneſs againſt all ſuch as live tn 1dleneſs, and pro —_ 
as the moſt part of theſe people do,who accuſe us : ſuch, as live 
in pride and wantouneſs,who work not at all with their hands, 
accuſe us of idleneſs, who have a Cloud of witneſſts for our 
prattice ; for the holy men of God travelled from place to 
place, (as we do) as they were moved of the Loyd, and they 
were (ent (as we are) by the Lord;to teſtifie againſt ſuch un- 
godly prattices, as the people of the world live in ; and the 
ſame Generation in nature, hated and perſecuted them, as ds 
hate axd perſecute us ; And by the ſame holy ſpirit, ye are 
gryed and found to be the idle perſons, who accuſe the Ser- 
wants of the Lord of idleneſſe, who are in the work of the 
Lord, labouring in hi Vineyard, Tou Magiftrates, Gentry, 
Pruefts and people, who ſport yo = in the day-time, and 
wantonly lives upon the earth,feeding your ſelves with dainty 
diſhes, Dives-like, waſting the Creatures of God upon your 
laſts, devouring the Creation, decking your ſelves in gorge= 
ous attire, that you may be ſet up and eſteemed of, above 
Jour poor brethren,& ſo are foundGentils in naturegexerciſmg 
Lordſhip over your brethren perſecuting& impriſoning them, 
who aye redeemed out of that nature you live in, who cannot 
bow and worſhip you (as the Heathen do;)but know ah yew 


- ar” 


| (25) 
Geneiles, Prieſts and people, who lives in theſe praftices, ( 
env), pride, idleneſs, and fulneſs of bread.) The day drawes 
high, wherein you an account muſt g;ve to the Creator , ſor 
1487 envy and cruelty, and for the Creatures which you have 
waſted, and do waſte and devoure, wpon Jour ungodly Iuft s; 
&nd imyhe day of account, you will houle and lament, for the 
miſery which will upon you come ; for, to the mighty God 
of. Heaven and Earth, the (reatour of all things, J0# an 
Account ma give, for your pride and idleneſs , faves aud 
Liutt ', W ich ou bave lrued in, and do live in, and Jour 
reward Jou.mwuſt receives according to your deeds ang pratli- 
ces, yer out ſide formal profeſſion will not at all avail you, in 
the lay of the Lord: And you ſhall then kiow, who have 
livedin idleneſs, whether you who are found in the ſins of So= 
ders alitue, or we whom the Lord ſends amongſt you, to de- 
clarg againſt ſuch pratices, and to forewarn you of the evil, 
which. to. come wpon you, who are found in theſe prattices 
and aoth inlife and word bear true teſtimony againſt you, 
who live in, and prattiſe ſuch things daily, as is before men- 
honed. And many of you are grown ſo atinty, aud ſo cur 
On m2 207. Dyet,and Apparret that you ſcarce kyow what to 
eat, what 12 drink,, vr what to put on; and ſo cauſes the 
whale Creation, to groan under the weight and burthen of 
ogr.corruptions : who lives in idleneſs, whoſe belly is your 
God, who glory in your ſhame : And here both Priefts and 
Gen , wh deqſes bers of idteneſs, are caughtin their 
r res. 1/06; who' accyfe ms for idlene(s, who are in the 
War of, the Lyrg, or you your [el ves, who. are foundin the 
a kof the enenry of God, let the honeſt hearzed judge,who 
rue tereſt: #:who ara gpemies to the Servants of God, 
which labowurs to have ſuch praftices deſtroyed, as cauſes the 
| eywpon ſuch as att in theſe things be- 
fore mentioned, All your coverings which you can makg,will 
not hide you ; for the righteous judge, who will ue the 
cauſe of the innocent, will finde you oat, inthe day off hi. 
fierce wrath, which is comming, upon you, which you can 
avoid, nor eſcape:your high thoughts, nor your greatneſs will 
D 
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not ſave yon then go eſteem: 1; vn Þ fo bighty offtypuy fever, 
and ſcorn and deride your poor fellow-Creatares , counting 
them 'nferiour a %, Avid many of yoy think mu not wor.. 
thy tolive Wpon th þe earth : 'we ſeem ſo [ vile ana baſe hs. on 
ſtoraful e eyes, But know this, you prond, high -mindetl, 
conceted ones that God is no reſpetter of perſons, who ith 
choſen the (dejp ſed) pooy of this world, to heirs of ty. 
nall ſalvat'on, and hath left you for —_ deftrution excepy 
you ſpeedily repent , for wo will come upon all you this 2s 
tovered, and nat withthe Sp 'y t of the Lord : \ theory Kod 
be you warned,and while you "hood timegprize fr;forthe migh- 
xy terrible day of the Lord draweth nigh: t therefore repent, 
«nd for ſake the evil of your _— ( you Sodomites ) be- 
fore the evil which is determined againſt you, ——_— > 
the day of your (alamity haſtivs, the Lord isv7 
judgements, who a ſhort work will mak wptn roveg ky 
be will reward you according to The works : you who are 
workers of Iniquity, muſt depaye from his pr a wr Fe » and into 
wtter dar darkreſs m be wry for the livin 

tife and glory, is of purer eyes, they to behold in; ———_ 
coaſt ceaſe, from your pride and v#in oy, s Þ 
minded ſelf-conceited ones, and fit down iniaft ah 

left the door of mercy be for ever ſhut againſt yon, and you 
periſh eternally. Remember you are warned in ryour life rimes 
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